1 spy Nony Seegch photopraphs her davghier, Dayvanita

Seven exhibitions from
Recontres d'Ardes gives
Mumbaiachancetosee
some rare photographs, says
Deepanjana Pal.

Arlesisapicturesquecity nthe

sotth of France with some serious
arty connections. This is where
Vincent van Gogh pamted some of
his most famous paintings, includ-
ing “Starry Night Over the Rhone™.
Couturier Christian Lacroix isan
Arlesian. More relevant tous this
fortnight, the city has since 196%
hosted Recontres d'Arles, a festival
celebrating photography from
around the world, Itis “the big
cheese of photography festivals”
as photojourmnalist Pablo
Bartholomew described it. Last
year, oneof the 50 exhibitions on
display ar Arles was a selection of
work by some of India’s most
famous photographers, mcluding
Davanita Singh and Bartholomew.
This fortmight, The Phofograph;
Painted, Posed and of the Momend
will show some of the collections
that were on display at Arlesalong
with photographs by Henri Cartier
Bresson and other photographers
from Magnum, the famous photo

co-operative started by Bresson.
Thisshow is part of a month-long
cultural festival French institu-
tionsare organising this year.

The Photograph: Painted, Posed
and af the Momentiz divided into
seven parts. The photographs from
thie Alkazi Collection and the
family albums of Umrao Sher-Gil,
Amrita Sher-Gil's father, makeup
the vintage photograph section,
Diomiestic photography takes on
themantle of fine art in
pictures taken by Nony
Singh, Dayanita
Singh's mother,
[ravanita Singhalso
shows photographs,
bt in the form of her
book, Sent a Letter,
which iz a=zet of travel-
oges inseven Indian
cities. Bartholomew
goes back mn time to
when hewasa budding
photographer.

Uniting these shows
15 the dea of using
photographs as a diary.

Collection. His Misery and hus
Manuscrpiis Umrao Sher-Gil's
record of his relation=hips with his
family, Nony Singh remembers the
past with her photographs as does
her daughter with herexhibit of
accordion books. In Credside fn - 4
Tale of Three Cities, Bartholomew
documents his rogue teenage years
when he hung out inwhat Alain
Willaume, curatorof the India
show at Arles, described as “lost
paradises and chemical sub-
paradises”. The photographs by
the Magnum fraternity area diary
of India over the past six decades.

Anintimacy in these images
draws the viewer inalong with the
voveuristic element of bemgr
allowed into private worlds. Here's
achance tosee Amrita Sher-Gil and
Dayanita Singh as young women.
In Oretside In are Bartholomew's
ex-girliniends and the drogged out
junkies he encountered.

Vivan Sundaram, Amrita Sher-
Gil's nephew, curated his grandfa-
ther's photographs with Devika
Daulet Singh. Interestingly, Umrao
Sher-Gil took no pictures of his first
wife with whom he had an
arranged marriage and there are
few mentions of his photography in
his letters, Yet, Sher-Gil avidly
photographed his family from his
second marriage and himself too,
Sundaram finds the self-portraits
particularly interesting. “There's
anattempt toexplore the selfand
the relationship between viewer

and object in his photographs

which are very modern concerns,”
he said. Equally modern are Sher-
Gil's experiments with techniques
in photography, like blursand
double exposures,

It's the absence of all signs of
modernity that makes Nony
Singh's photographs delightiful,
especially when seen with her
captions, Singh's careful composi-
tionis are rich with ambience and
take in details of locations and
dresses that date her photographs,
Nowty aonnd N inchades
photographs Singh had takenasa
child, like the one of her mother,
and ones that she choreographed
with various members of her
family, like her sister and then her
eldest child, Nixi, whom we know
as Davanita Singh.

The hippie vibe comes back to
life with Bartholomew's
photographs of Delhi, Mumbai and
Kolkata from the 1970s and "80s,
Bartholomew was expelled from
school in his late teens after he was
foumd with drugs on his person. He
used this time to channel his curios
ity about this changing world into
photography, using friends, family
and other familiars as subjects. ~It
wasa great time,” remembered
Bartholomew, “For whatever
reason - drugs, music, whatever —
wewere connected with something
bevond our political boundaries.”
See Nattonal Gallery of Modern Art
i Exhibifrons,
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