When did
the magic of
pl}utjuughg
capture you:

The magic bégan when
saw my father create

go to-a hill sta
Almaora for our summer
halidoys like most families
dain Indla; there my dad
wold Lake pictures of our
family. Then the rall was

sent. for processing at

the local studio anc kaler

n the evening he would
make contact sheets of

the 2B siza images against
The magic really
beaqan when the paper wolld
qo Into the developsar and an
mage would come up, There
was & dark room at home,

50 | was able to play around
and kearn by just observirg
my father who although

a@n art=critic had a passKn
for pratography ard art.
However, ha did phatograph &
the artist community ha
wrote about which, 1s an
Important document today:

What kind

of subjects
and issues
atkract

yoU as a
photographer?

There are Lwo lavers here. One

Is of the friends, Family, peaple
and places | came across who |
dacumented and photographed.
Then there was a kind of group
that attracted me, the outcastes
| quess | was one Ir my own way,
In-the 705 Delhi socisty was very
consenvative anc a ot closer
khan it is now and | was not the
conservative kid, Word got around
that this guy was & freak and

| bacame an outcaste of sorts,
My earer black and whites
captured the fringes of socisty,
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which reflected my rok as an
outsider as well

| have always beer a wanderer
and a travelier so exploring
frontiars and encountering
pecpie, getting o know them,
qoing undarmeath thair skin,
receming a sense of them and
then being able to visually show
all of this also excites me. | am
half-incian and half-Burmese,

| hawe a strange name anc
maybe | am a strange kind of
quy | also guestioned the whale
Identity issie, of what It is ta
be Indszn, On tha other hand,
when | am documenting news,
the everis gavern me, I there

trouble, natural disaster o
pc: tlcal discourse then you |ust
concertrabe on those jssues
or spot rews for magazine
oriented work.

And, of course there are my
long-term projects that are of
Irterast to me, k& has atways been
a hunt &nd a search and that s
what is exciting. You skart to move
iri one way anc than the whole
thing takes over and you become
that praject. i any creative
process there is a madress that
kicks in and than Wau grew with
t. et live, sleep and braathe It

What was the

ctionto
ceiving the
r'J-’"”l'"'f ! Press Awarg
for the Best
F—"l- ture atcrer
]Q rur rf‘lr | ﬂ I[;r"”.
Addicts in Indig?

a hll of this and stateg
Eing it ;,nJ VEL

a flash in the
e '_]I

became this 'problem
chikd’ and ‘the wunder k.
dut the award didnt rezly
da much for me Decays
ak that time [n India
thare ware m QEzIngs
that hired captive
phatographers and Wre
sefvices were roL (hat
developed 50 there was
o real evenue to go
forward and tha Mumba
scene praved a lok moe
exciting and interesting &
by therefore | shifted base

What was Mumbai ke
in those days?
| went ta Mumbeal to hang

ot with my friends who were pat
of Bollyw ULL theatre and must. |

ce,d 50 ventL ed jnto
phatograghing fifm stills ta
learn and study lightirg since

| did not hava any formal
training. All my iaarning came fiof
being on the job. t helped me
decida two things. that | did n:t

want to go into the moving msE
and | learmt how to light. Frem

‘natives

1 how todo

How did life change
after you received
The Picture of the
Year in 1985 for
your image on the
Bhapal Gas Tragedy
especially since you
-mrﬁ' nominated

g with India’s top

pr or_quphJS Raghu

Rai and Dilip Mehta?

very exhilarating as
it had oniy been two years
bean in the news

but i L
sone’s haad and that did
2 into mare wark, | had
a photo

tran
alsn Degun work with
ENCY rallprj i

a

Gamima Lig

nF
O

these things do

edibars head buk
| at time as
It was one of the most intense
times in Indian politics and
histony. hdira Gandni u-—J and
Rajiv Gandhi boak aver. Everyo
thought of a 'new inia wuh
Ragiv Gandhi as tha naw avatar.
There was this huge exuberance
dhopal happered, there wers
problems in Punjab and Kashmir
and Issues catapulted while the
westarn media was watching
Indifia. & wis that history that |
photographed and documented.

ne

. My name was

4
N

ow stucent-te
nkeraction, the warked o
becomes & gallery, and it’s
archived on our site. &5 ;

ting and thriving site hut it's
closed to the community and the
participants af the workshop of
the World Press, which engages
with at least fifteen countries,
think iLs one of the most exciting
wiay's for distant leaming.

a

'wr 2am ¢

drastically. T

a sort of corporatisat

The big magazines
oant r.nr=,~ arily d

Jr'wt of day
gel for ¢

Or & undque image
created, In these circums

wanted to fall back on v
ideas and therefore the
redlly an amalgame
decumentation of
and friands.

You mentioned that

am 1 rf]lJLr.-’\- ‘lle*--I

What is your opinion
on motr}q apns [ I:JN
illust r3
vis @
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